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A Different Community  

The backstretch community is unique in the way that it is made up of people who have 

chosen to live and work near horse racing tracks. This community is characterized by a strong 

sense of camaraderie and support for one another, as well as a shared passion for horse racing. 

Members of the backstretch community typically have a deep knowledge of and respect for 

horses, and many have worked with horses in some capacity for most of their lives. The close-

knit nature of the community means that residents often look out for one another and lend a 

helping hand when needed. The community is also unique in that it is not uncommon for three 

generations of family members to live and work on the backstretch. 

Growing up in the backstretch gives children a deep understanding and appreciation for 

horse racing and the sport's history. They learn about the famous horses, trainers, and jockeys 

who have shaped the sport, and gain an understanding of the hard work and dedication that 

goes into being a successful racer. Developing close relationships with the horses and trainers is 

another benefit of growing up in the backstretch. Children form strong bonds with the animals 

they work with and learn to trust and respect the trainers who care for them. This close-knit 

community provides support and friendship that can last a lifetime. Learning how to care for 

and train horses is another important benefit of growing up in the backstretch. Children learn 

how to groom, feed, and exercise horses, and develop the skills necessary to keep them healthy 
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and happy. This hands-on experience gives them a deep understanding of the care horses need 

and instills a sense of responsibility in them. Gaining valuable experience in the racing industry 

is another benefit of growing up in the backstretch. Children learn about the business side of 

horse racing and gain an understanding of the behind-the-scenes work that goes into making a 

race meet successful. This experience can be invaluable later in life, whether they pursue a 

career in the racing industry or not. Developing a strong work ethic is another benefit of 

growing up in the backstretch. Children learn the importance of hard work and dedication, and 

develop the skills needed to succeed in any field. This strong work ethic will serve them well 

throughout their lives. Learning how to handle money and manage finances is another 

important benefit of growing up in the backstretch. Children learn how to budget their money, 

and develop the skills needed to make wise financial decisions. This knowledge will be 

invaluable later in life, when they are making their own financial decisions. Gaining skills in 

horsemanship, including riding, grooming, and tacking, is another benefit of growing up in the 

backstretch. Children who grow up in the backstretch develop a deep love and understanding of 

horses and learn how to care for them properly. This knowledge and these skills will be 

invaluable later in life, whether they pursue a career in the horse industry or not. Finally, gaining 

confidence and self-esteem is another benefit of growing up in the backstretch. Children who 

grow up in the backstretch learn to believe in themselves and their abilities, and develop the 

confidence needed to succeed in any endeavor. This strong sense of self-worth will serve them 

well throughout their lives. 

Growing up in the backstretch can be a challenge for children because they often lack 

access to formal education. Many children in the backstretch are not enrolled in school and do 



Villa 3 
 

not have the opportunity to learn basic academic skills. As a result, these children may struggle 

to keep up with their peers when they enter the workforce or pursue further education. 

Children in the backstretch often lack the social and emotional support they need to thrive. 

Many children in the backstretch come from families that are struggling to make ends meet, and 

as a result, they may not have access to the resources and support they need to thrive. 

Additionally, children in the backstretch may not have access to positive role models or mentors 

who can help them navigate the challenges of growing up. Children in the backstretch often lack 

access to medical care and mental health services. Many children in the backstretch do not have 

health insurance, and as a result, they may not have access to the medical care they need. 

Additionally, children in the backstretch may not have access to mental health services that can 

help them deal with the challenges of growing up. Children in the backstretch may be exposed 

to drugs and alcohol. Many adults in the backstretch use drugs and alcohol, and as a result, 

children may be exposed to these substances at an early age. Additionally, children in the 

backstretch may be exposed to adults who are engaged in illegal activities, such as drug dealing, 

which can lead to further exposure to drugs and alcohol. Children in the backstretch may be 

exposed to violence. Many adults in the backstretch are involved in violent activities, such as 

gangs, and as a result, children may be exposed to violence. Additionally, children in the 

backstretch may witness adults engaged in domestic violence, which can have a profound 

impact on their development. Children in the backstretch may be exposed to exploitative labor 

practices. Many adults in the backstretch work in jobs that are low-paying and dangerous, and 

as a result, children may be exposed to these conditions. Additionally, children in the 

backstretch may be exposed to adults who are engaged in illegal activities, such as human 
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trafficking, which can lead to further exposure to exploitation. Children in the backstretch often 

lack stable housing. Many families in the backstretch live in poverty, and as a result, they may 

not be able to afford stable housing. Additionally, children in the backstretch may be exposed to 

adults who are engaged in illegal activities, such as drug dealing, which can lead to further 

instability in housing. Children in the backstretch often lack a safe and supportive community. 

Many families in the backstretch live in poverty, and as a result, they may not have access to the 

resources and support they need to thrive. Additionally, children in the backstretch may be 

exposed to adults who are engaged in illegal activities, such as drug dealing, which can lead to 

further exposure to violence and exploitation. 


